
 

EXPEDITION GRIMM Press contacts 
Mirjam Flender, Kirsten Lehnert 
c/o projekt2508 Gruppe, Bonn, Germany 
presse@expedition-grimm.de , +49(0)228-184967-24 
www.expedition-grimm.de 

 
 

 

 
 

Press information, 26th April 2013 

EXPEDITION GRIMM  
The State Exhibition of Hesse held in the documenta-Halle in Kassel, marking the Brothers 

Grimm jubilee, takes an in-depth look at the lives and works of the famous brothers.  

KASSEL. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm are two prominent figures that have shaped the history of the 

German language and culture. The pair were not just collectors of fairy tales, but also made their 

influential mark as language researchers, law historians and politicians. The State Exhibition of Hesse 

EXPEDITION GRIMM, taking place in Kassel's documenta-Halle from 27th April to 8th September 

2013, allows visitors to embark on a journey through the Grimm brothers' intellectual world. It 

begins with the "Life and Work", set in historically eventful times, includes an interactive 

examination of their "Work and Influence", and takes us right up to the present day. One of the 

exhibition's highlights is the virtual visit of the Grimms' apartment in Kassel, which has been 

reconstructed for the first time in 3D, especially for this exhibition.  

"We want to use the jubilee exhibition as a modern, graphic platform to illustrate the importance of 

the Brothers Grimm beyond their fairy tales. In order to achieve this, we have combined academic 

and practical elements together in the exhibition, making their ground-breaking works available to a 

wide audience", explains the Hessian Minister for Science and Culture, Eva Kühne-Hörmann. "The 

exhibition reveals the many references to their homeland, Hesse, contained with the life and work of 

the Brothers Grimm ", the Minister adds. Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm, who were born in Hanau and 

grew up in Steinau, spent a long time living in Kassel both during their school days and following their 

student years at the University of Marburg.  

Life and Work 

EXPEDITION GRIMM begins with three particular exhibitions. Some 150 exhibits illustrate the "Life 

and Work" of the brothers and situate these in the changing socio-political context of the times, from 

the aftershock of the French revolution to the advancement brought about by King Friedrich Wilhelm 

IV of Prussia.   

The exhibition revolves around eight major works that illustrate the literary, political and academic 

achievements of the Brothers Grimm, and whose valuable original editions are on display: the Lay of 

Hildebrand and Hadubrand and the Wessobrunn Prayer, the Children’s and Household Tales, the 

German Grammar, the German Legal Antiquities, Reynard the Fox, the German Mythology, Jacob 
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Grimm on his dismissal and the German Dictionary. These are complemented by illustrations, 

sketches and busts, as well as personal items.  

The works of their brother, the painter Ludwig Emil Grimm, also play a major role in the exhibition, 

providing a vivid illustration of the conditions in which the family lived.  

Work and Influence  

The second part of the exhibition, "Work and Influence", encourages the visitor to take a more in-

depth look at the eight major works. Eight paths with a total of 33 interactive exhibits wind their way 

through the countryside, which is studded with metre-high cut-outs of the brothers. Each of these 

paths starts out in the times of the Brothers Grimm and takes the visitor into the present day, 

revealing surprising facts concerning our modern-day association with language and sayings, as well 

as the themes found in fairy tales, myths and fables. "The Brothers Grimm spell out the historicity of 

language, which has developed over centuries and which continues to develop today. This is the 

reason why a Brothers Grimm exhibition cannot simply be a historical retrospective. It also needs to 

build bridges with the present, and encourage an active examination of the Brothers Grimm works, 

which are still considered current works today", explains Dr. Thorsten Smidt, the exhibition curator.  

For example, those visiting the Fairy Tale path can pause at the "No access for minors?" exhibit and 

discover which passages Wilhelm Grimm changed, left out or replaced due to their brutal or unfitting 

content. On the German Mythology path, an audio exhibit explains how Richard Wagner was 

influenced by the work of Jacob Grimm when composing The Ring of the Nibelungs. An exhibit 

detailing the dismissal of the university professors, the Göttinger Sieben, raises the question of how 

the well-connected brothers would have used today's social networks: a fictional Facebook profile 

page for Jacob displays his original quotes and peoples reactions to them.  

"Living Book" 

An oversized book rounds off the exhibition and pulls everything together. The Grimm Brothers' most 

important medium has been transported into the future. Modern technology brings the pages alive 

as they are turned, using text, images, film and sound to illustrate stories about the life and works of 

the famous brothers, including their collection of fairy tales, the different milestones in their lives, a 

family album, their legacy and their fame.  
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The 3D model of the Grimms' apartment in Kassel 

Visitors can literally dive into the life and times of the brothers in the documenta-Halle's cinema. A 

virtual tour of the Grimm brothers' Wilhelmshöher Tor apartment in Kassel provides a unique 

glimpse inside the rooms in which Jacob and Wilhelm lived together with their sister, Lotte. This is 

the birthplace of works including the German Legends and the second edition of the Children’s and 

Household Tales. The apartment, which completely burnt down in 1943, was reconstructed in 3D 

especially for the State Exhibition of Hesse by the Fraunhofer-Institut für Graphische 

Datenverarbeitung (IGD). Fully contact-free, the visitor's body movements guide the camera through 

the individual rooms, accompanied by a letter being read out explaining what is being seen.  

A comprehensive, 280-page catalogue (published by Sandstein Verlag) accompanies the exhibition. 

The catalogue is on sale in bookstores for 25 euros (or 20 euros at the exhibition).  

The exhibition is staged by the Hessian Ministry for Science and Culture. Following a decision by 

the German federal parliament, the State Exhibition is sponsored by a governmental commission 

for culture and media. For further information, go to www.expedition-grimm.de  

The Grimm jubilee year 2013 

The State Exhibition of Hesse is held in honour of the jubilee of the Brothers Grimm Children's and 

Household Tales. The first edition was published on 20th December 1812. 2013 also marks the 

150th anniversary of the deaths of both brothers, Jacob and Ludwig Emil Grimm.  In addition to 

EXPEDITION GRIMM, 2013 will see a large number of events taking place across the state of Hesse 

and along the German Fairy Tale Road. www.grimm2013.de  
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Life and Work 

EXPEDITION GRIMM 
The release of Children’s and Household Tales in 1812 marked the beginning of a success story that 
still endures. The 200th anniversary of the Grimm fairytale collection is the occasion for the 
exhibition EXPEDITION GRIMM. 2013 is also the 150th anniversary of Jacob Grimm's death and his 
painter brother Ludwig Emil. 

The collection of fairytales was one project among many. At a young age, the brothers Jacob and 
Wilhelm Grimm took an ever growing interest in linguistic tradition which they intended to make 
accessible and preserve. But also their work as legal historians and politicians is, in regards of 
content, closely related to this project. The lifetime achievement of Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm can be 
followed in eight major works. 

The brothers produced their oeuvre in times of upheaval and in the face of difficult personal 
circumstances. The life and work of the brothers are inseparable. The exhibition shows this critical 
relationship.The second major focus lies on the influence the Grimm's work exerts to present day. 
This can be tracked along experience paths. Take part in the EXPEDITION GRIMM! 

1. Childhood and Education 
Jacob and Wilhelm were born in 1785 and 1786. They lived in Hanau, their city of birth, until 1791. 
Then their father became “Amtmann” in Steinau. His death in 1796 ended their idyllic childhood. The 
brothers were brought to Kassel by their aunt where they both attended Gymnasium school. They 
began studying law in Marburg in 1802 and 1803. Their teacher Savigny provided them with impulses 
for their further preoccupation with linguistics, which they abandoned jurisprudence for. 

2. A Life's Work Commences  
a) French Beginnings 
The working partnership of the Brothers Grimm formed in times of profound political upheaval. After 
French troops had occupied Kassel, Napoleon named his brother Jérôme king of the newly created 
Kingdom of Westphalia. Jacob also found work in this model state: as Jérôme's librarian and auditor 
to the state council. 

His salary made it possible to begin their life's work: Two major works of the brothers were released 
in 1812: their edition of the Lay of Hildebrand and the fairytales. They demonstrate their profound 
interest for folk tales, which they sought to protect against being forgotten – also in the face of 
difficult times. 
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b) New yet Old Rule 
Following the end of the Napoleonic rule, the brothers were again in the service of the elector. Jacob 
searched for plundered Kassel art in France and looked on in Vienna as Europe was reshaped. Their 
employment at the library of the elector, allowed the brothers to earn a living. Wilhelm married 
Dorothea Wild in 1825 their son Herman was born in 1828. 
Two monumental works were created during this time: German Grammar and German Legal 
Antiquities. Their long-time preoccupation with old textual sources extended to the historicity of the 
language and correlations between law and language. 

3. In Service of Scholarship 
a) Research and Lecturing in Göttingen 
Jacob and Wilhelm moved to Göttingen in 1829. They became professors and librarian of the 
university. Their new offices brought with them new duties, still they continued on with their 
research. Jacob published his Reynard th Fox in 1834, where he presented versions of the fable. His 
German Mythology is an investigation, which he carried out parallel to their fairytale work. 
Their time in Göttingen ended with a scandal in 1837. When King Ernst August I dissolved the 
constitution, the brothers kept with the oath they once swore. Along with five other professors, they 
lost their offices and Jacob was even banished from the state. 

b) Exile in Kassel and Summoning to Berlin 
In Kassel, Jacob composed a written statement of his participation in the protest of the Göttingen 
Seven. Here, he also felt obligated to preserve the past. As the two brothers were without income in 
Kassel, the proposal of two publishers came quite conveniently: They were to compile a dictionary of 
the German language containing the vocabulary from Luther to Goethe. 
The project initially planned to last no more than 10 years accompanied them when they moved to 
Berlin in 1841, responding to the summons of Friedrich Wilhelm IV. Jacob attended the national 
assembly in 1848, but was hardly able to exercise any political influence. Wilhelm spent many years 
working on the letter D, Jacob died in 1863 working on the word "Frucht" (fruit). Their oeuvre was 
completed and its influence is still felt. 

Work and Influence 
The eight major works of the Brothers Grimm shown are the starting points for eight experience 
paths. Numerous interactive stations grant insight into the influence and meaning of the Grimm's 
work. The work of the brothers continues to exert its influence. Their fairytales are an integral part of 
everyday culture. But also their other works provide further impulses for our treatment of language 
and linguistic culture or for our understanding of idiomatic expressions. For this reason, every path 
ends with a leap to present day. 
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Work and Influence 

Jacob Grimm and Wilhelm Grimm  
The Lay of Hildebrand and Hadubrand and the Wessobrunn Prayer  

(Das Lied von Hildebrand und Hadubrand und das Wessobrunner Gebet) 
The first joint publication of the Brothers Grimm bares evidence of their life-long commitment to 
make historic traditions accessible and conserve these for the future. Jacob and Wilhelm worked on 
the oldest preserved German heroic lay, The Lay of Hildebrand, which is dated back to the early 
Middle Ages. It was passed down in fragments, which the brothers made legible in 4 steps. The initial 
3 steps are displayed here. The fourth and last step is shown at station 1b. While the plot of the 
poem offers material for a modern day TV-series, the mystery to where the document was hidden is 
a detective story in itself.        

1b, Cliffhanger 
The end of the Lay of Hildebrand is open. The record is interrupted at its most exciting part, the 
battle between Hildebrand and his son Hadubrand. Modern day media would label this as the 
“Cliffhanger” - the part of the story that intensifies the curiosity for the upcoming episode.  There 
simply wasn’t enough space on the last sheet of paper. The abrupt ending, followed by the sequel is 
indicated here by a storyboard, the illustrated version of a screenplay: Opposed to the “bad” endings 
passed down from 2 Nordic sources, we included a happy end adapted from a late-medieval German 
ballad.  

1c, The secret of the 2 pages 
Around 830, 2 friars wrote the Lay of Hildebrand onto the empty front and back pages of another 
manuscript. It was forgotten in the library of a monastery until mere 800 years later the pages were 
rediscovered and eventually edited by the Brothers Grimm. Stolen by an American soldier, the lay 
was lost again at the end of World War 2. The pages resurfaced after the war in two different 
locations in the USA and were then returned to Kassel. 

Jacob Grimm and Wilhelm Grimm  
Children’s and Household Tales (Kinder- und Hausmärchen) 
This collection of fairy tales is a global literary success. The wondrous occurrences, often described 
with a clear separation of good and evil, fire up the imagination of people to this day. Many of the 
tales were passed down orally or pieced together from books or letters and the re-edition by 
Wilhelm Grimm was one cause for the great success. Up to his death, 7 editions of the book were 
published. From the “small edition” onward, the contents were complemented with illustrations by 
Ludwig Emil Grimm, which lead to a further increase in popularity. To the present day various 
additional fairy tale illustrations, but also adaptations for the media have arisen based on this 
publication. 
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2b, 200 in one sweep! 
The collection of the Children’s and Household Tales expanded during the years, most notably during 
the time Wilhelm Grimm occupied himself with it. From the 6th edition onward, published in 1850, 
there were ultimately 200 fairy tales comprised in the collection. However, the 50 best-known fairy 
tales originated from the “small edition”, released in 1825, which are highlighted here.  

2c, Picture swirl 
There were no images in the first two editions of the Children’s and Household Tales. Jacob and 
Wilhelm asked their brother Ludwig Emil to add illustrations to their “small edition”. The 7 etchings 
sparked the massive flood of fairy tale illustrations we can observe today. The example of Little Red 
Riding Hood demonstrates just how the motif varies, but in its principle stays unchanged - from 
Ludwig Emil Grimm up to the Japanese Manga. 

2d, No access for minors? 
Brutal violence and sexually ambiguous scenes in many of the tales have since triggered discussions 
about the suitability of Children’s and Household Tales for children. Even though Wilhelm softened 
said contents from one edition to the next, the principle characteristics of the stories were preserved 
- the “bad guys” awaited drastic punishment, while the princess found her prince.      

2e, The Bremen Town Musicians & friends 
The tale of the Bremen Town Musicians was first included by the Brothers Grimm in the 2nd edition of 
Children’s and Household Tales. The story centres around four old animals escaping death from their 
owner’s hand. On their way to Bremen, where they plan to become town musicians, they chase away 
a group of robbers with great commotion and subsequently take over their house. In this exhibit, 4 
animal friends have joined the Bremen Town Musicians. Help us to provide some order.   

2f, Fairy tales are… 
Children’s and Household Tales is the most famous work in German language next to the Luther 
Bible. But what is their significance for us today? We asked around in Kassel. 

2g, And they lived happily ever after! 
200 years of Children’s and Household Tales are confronted with almost 100 years of fairy tale film 
history. The spectrum ranges from classical costume films over puppet animations to modern-day 
commercials, music videos or computer games. The strong implementation of the fairy tale motifs in 
our collective memory permits even the highest levels of free interpretation. 

Jacob Grimm  
German Grammar (Deutsche Grammatik) 
The ground-breaking work refers not only to the German grammar, but actually to the grammar of all 
Germanic languages - how they fit together and what historic developments they underwent. Jacob 
Grimm is particularly well known for his realization that the shift of sound follows certain rules. The 
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recognition that language is continuously changing is based on German Grammar and is at the same 
the books object of investigation. Grimm’s approach is therefore still valid for today’s philology.  

3b, Man spricht deutsh! (One speaks German) 
To understand the development of the German language, Jacob busied himself with the Germanic 
languages from Gothic to New-English. German Grammar essentially deals with linguistic levels of 
different languages. 

3c, Shift 
One of the most noticed findings in German Grammar is the Germanic sound shift. This 
phenomenon, described by Jacob Grimm, has become known under the English term “Grimm’s Law”. 
After the occurrence of the first sound shift around 500 B.C., the second or “German” sound shift 
arose before the Middle Ages. This resulted in Standard German and its dialects. The Low German 
word “Schipp” evolved into Standard German “Schiff” while the English “ship” still resembles the 
“non-shifted” form. 

3d, Language 2.0  
In German Grammar, Jacob Grimm engages himself with the change of language over time. This 
development still persists. A present letter sounds, depending on the source, considerably different 
from one of the Brothers Grimm’s letters. Modern communication technology accelerates this 
change even more. What would a text message from the Brothers Grimm look like?   

Jacob Grimm 
German Legal Antiquities (Deutsche Rechtsalterthümer)  
Law and language had more in common for Jacob Grimm than was seen at first glance. Even after he 
concluded his law studies in 1805, he continued to concern himself with the history of law. After 15 
years of work he finally published the results of his studies in 1828. In German Legal Antiquities he 
specifies tangible elements of legal traditions and rulings. He follows up on the significance of objects 
and symbols that found application in legal practice and explains the linguistic origin of legal terms. 
Legal antiquities are still present today, not only in sayings.  

4b, Take the law into your own hands!  
In German Legal Antiquities, Jacob Grimm elucidates the role of several objects in the legal practice 
of the former age. Legal circumstances were thus accurately described - whether a shoe was put on a 
bride or if a bar was broken over the convict. 

4c, Justitia’s scales 
Law must find a balance between the parties in conflict - this is represented by the scales of Lady 
Justice. In this case, the scales imply literally balancing legal terms and their explanations. A selection 
of terms, that on their own have a quite harmless and day-to-day meaning, faces Jacob’s explanation 
of these terms as “legal antiquities”.  
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4d, I swear!  
In German Legal Antiquities Jacob Grimm describes, amongst others, the characteristics of taking an 
oath - a tradition that to date is valid and basically unchanged. Truth and certitude of an action was 
and is promised by swearing an oath. A common custom since the Age of Enlightment is the “Oath 
before the Court”, where officials have to swear their loyalty toward the country. Not only does the 
Federal President swear an oath before the court, but every official - be it a professor or a policeman 
- is required by law to take the oath. 

Jacob Grimm  
Reynard the Fox (Reinhart Fuchs) 

Alongside their work for the collection of fairy tales the Brothers Grimm took up a great work in 
1810/11 dealing with the popular and widespread animal fable about Reynard the fox and Isegrim 
the wolf. In 1834 Jacob published his treatise, putting 13 different versions of the story and 
fragments into context. In a separate, theoretical part of the book he researches the development of 
the animal fable in general. The assignment of human traits to animals is to date an approved 
narrative tool to mildly exercise (social-) criticism.    

5b, Is there always a clever mind behind it?  
Some apparently animalistic character traits have become proverbial - like being “clever as a fox” or 
“stubborn as a mule”. But which animal is vain, and which one is impertinent?  

5c, The king has a headache  
Noble the lion is king and judge. Two trials already had to be devoted to the fox, but when an ant 
crawls into King Noble’s ear he suddenly needs the help of clever Reynard. The ant is causing the lion 
a terrible headache and the fox advises him to wear different body parts and the fur of his enemies 
to sweat out the ant.  

5d, Animals are only humans 
One of the most famous animal fables of the 20th century is undoubtedly The Animal Farm, written 
by George Orwell in 1945. It is the story of animals revolting and taking over a farm whereby the pigs 
gradually establish a tyranny. They start walking on two legs and wearing clothes. The 
Commandment “All Animals Are Equal”, initially agreed to by all the animals of the farm, is altered by 
the pigs to “All Animal Are Equal, But Some Animals Are More Equal Than Others”.  The work can be 
interpreted as a criticism towards Stalinism. A major contribution to the popularity of the fable was 
made by the animation film, which was completed in 1954.     

Jacob Grimm  
German Mythology (Deutsche Mythologie) 
In German Mythology, which was first introduced in 1835, Jacob Grimm tries to reconstruct the 
mythology of the Germans by compiling names, terms and heroes from folk tales and legends. In the 
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year of its publication, the book received a great reception which resulted in 3 subsequent editions 
by the year 1878. None other than Richard Wagner or J.R.R. Tolkien used German Mythology as a 
source of inspiration for their own great works. The Germanic gods are still present today in the 
names of some of our weekdays. But who are actually our heroes today? 

6b, Jacob’s tear-off calendar 
Some weekdays were dedicated to the Germanic gods that were examined by Jacob Grimm. Even 
nowadays this connection is reflected in the German -, but also in other Germanic languages. 
However, not all of the days of the week were devoted to the gods. 

6c, Richard’s Mythology?  
Jacob Grimm’s book German Mythology was a source of inspiration for artists, writers and 
composers. In hindsight, Richard Wagner states that the occupation with German Mythology 
triggered a “complete reincarnation” of his “inner soul (needs)”. The figures and themes described by 
Jacob Grimm helped him develop the mythical plot of his opera cycle Der Ring des Nibelungen (The 
Ring of the Nibelungs). The beautiful words of the Rhine-daughter Woglinda in the first scene are 
obtained from German Mythology: “Weia! Waga! Woge, du Welle, walle zur Wiege! Wagalaweia! 
Wallala, weiala weia!“ 

6d , Heroes wanted!  
Heroes for Jacob Grimm are people standing between divinity and humanity. They define themselves 
through their outstanding abilities or their extraordinary actions. This is why heroes are not exclusive 
to mythology, such as Hercules, the landmark of Kassel. Even today, anyone can become a hero. 

Jacob Grimm  
Jacob Grimm on his dismissal (Jacob Grimm über seine Entlassung)  

Together with 5 other participants Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm protest against the repeal of the 
constitution by the king. When the king expels Jacob from the country, he composes a document of 
justification with Wilhelm’s assistance. To avoid censorship, Jacob publishes his work in Basel. That 
way he receives a great deal of encouragement and also occasional criticism. In what way would he 
have spread his commentary today? 

7b, Swearing in 
We do not know the exact wording of the oath Jacob took to become appointed as professor of the 
University of Göttingen. What is certain, however, is that he had to promise his loyalty to the 
constitution of the kingdom of Hanover, to which Göttingen belonged to. To this very day, an oath of 
similar content has to be sworn when appointed as a civil servant. We invited Jacob into an office of 
the Federal Republic of Germany (only the portrait of German president Gauck was replaced by one 
of Georg IV) to -once again - be officially appointed.  
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7c, Time for Outrage!  
Social media like Twitter or Facebook open up possibilities to spread news across country lines and 
even borders of censorship. Most of all, they allow rapid responses to other peoples’ messages that 
can in turn be observed by everybody else. This freedom of opinion and the subsequent triggering of 
discussions was exactly what Jacob Grimm pursued. For him it was enough to publish his dismissal in 
Basel. On Facebook it would have possibly set off a “shitstorm”: a rapid build-up of - not always 
objective - protest.     

Jacob Grimm und Wilhelm Grimm  
German Dictionary (Das Deutsche Wörterbuch) 
The fact that Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm set off to work on a German dictionary in 1838 was indirectly 
caused by their involvement in the protest of the “Göttinger 7”. Lacking income, they gave in to the 
proposal of the publishers Reimer and Hinzel to create a complete record of the Standard German 
vocabulary. It was anticipated to be a work consisting of 6 to 7 volumes that should be accomplished 
in 10 years at most. The first volume A to Biermolke (beer whey) was, however, published in the year 
1854. Up to his death in 1858, Wilhelm edited the letter D while the word “Frucht” (fruit) was Jacob’s 
last entry in 1863. Hardly 122 years later, in 1960, the project was finally completed with volume 
number 32 - just to be resumed straight away - because language is alive and ever-changing.   
 
8b, Who wants to be a “Grimmionaire”? 
The German Dictionary is an inexhaustible source of knowledge of the German language and it’s 
vocabulary. How well do you know your (native-) language? How well do you know the most 
important dictionary of the Germans? Solve our quiz and become a “Grimmionaire”!  

8c, Alphabet soup 
The German Dictionary does not only contain word entries. Each of the letters of the alphabet is also 
provided with an own entry. Naturally, the dictionary starts with the letter A. Our alphabet soup 
consists of 6 letters that were personally edited by Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm: A to F. 
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JACOB AND WILHELM GRIMM: BIOGRAPHIES 

Hanau 
1785   4 January, birth of Jacob Ludwig Carl Grimm. 
1786  24 February, birth of Wilhelm Carl Grimm. 

 

Steinau 
1791 The Grimm family moves to Steinau when their father takes up the post of district 

magistrate for Steinau and Schlüchtern. 
1796  Their father dies. 

 

Kassel 
1798  Jacob and Wilhelm attend the Lyceum Fridericianum grammar school in Kassel. 

 

Marburg 
1802  Jacob begins studying law in Marburg. 
1803 After a serious illness, Wilhelm follows his brother to Marburg where he also studies 

law. 

 

Kassel 
1806 Before he graduates, Jacob is appointed as secretary to the military council of the 

Electoral Court of Hessen (Kurhessischen Kriegskollegium). Wilhelm completes his 
exams and collaborates in the publication by Achim von Arnim and Clemens Brentano 
of the collection of folk songs Des Knaben Wunderhorn. 

1807  Jacob resigns from his position and applies for the post of court librarian. 
 Kassel is made the capital city of the Kingdom of Westphalia under the regency of 

Jérôme Bonaparte, the brother of Napoleon.  
1808  Their mother dies. 

Jacob becomes the personal librarian of King Jérôme. 
1809  Jacob becomes a member of the Westphalian Council of State. Wilhelm travels with 

Clemens Brentano to visit Achim von Arnim in Berlin, and also visits Goethe in Weimar.  
1812 The first publication by the Brothers Grimm: The Lay of Hildebrand and Hadubrand 

and the Wessobrunn Prayer; first edition of the Children's and Household Tales. 
1813  The Electorate of Hesse is reinstated. 
1814  Wilhelm is made secretary to the library. As secretary to the legation, Jacob performs 

diplomatic functions in Vienna and Paris. Both brothers work as journalists for the 
Rheinische Merkur newspaper. 

1816  Jacob becomes librarian of the Electoral Court Library in Kassel. 
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1819  Jacob and Wilhelm Grimm are awarded honorary doctorates from the University of 
Marburg. 

1825  Wilhelm marries Dorothea Wild, the daughter of an apothecary. Their marriage will 
produce three children. 

1829  Jacob and Wilhelm are called to join the University of Göttingen. 

 

Göttingen 
1830  Jacob becomes a professor of the university, and works together with Wilhelm as 

librarian of the university library. 
1831  Wilhelm is appointed associate professor (and in 1835 full professor). 
1837 Jacob and Wilhelm take part in the protest of the “Göttingen Seven” against the 

suspension of the constitution by King Ernst August of Hannover, and are dismissed 
from their posts as a result. 

 

Kassel 
1838   Start of work on the German Dictionary. 
1840  Jacob and Wilhelm are called to join the Academy of Sciences in Berlin. 

 

Berlin 
1846  Jacob acts as chairman at the first ever meeting of German language scholars,  

in Frankfurt. 
1848  Jacob becomes a member of the first German Parliament in the Paulskirche  

in Frankfurt am Main. He retires from his teaching post. 
1852  Wilhelm retires from his teaching post. 
1859   16 December, death of Wilhelm Grimm. 
1863   20 September, death of Jacob Grimm. 

 
 


